Another world first

by Klepper

Ower one rundred years ago, the Klepper Folding Kayaks mamufacturer

lausnched o trend with the first commercial foldnble hayaks. Now, after years of
devefapment, design madefing, and testing, and following o feng line of Klepper
firsts, Klepper has launched the Klepper BACKYAK, Eye-catching thanks ta its
Suturistic design ond the wse of carbon, the BACKYAK represents an ingenious
and unigue idea: ore plece of gear, twa back-packs, five configurations for year

round fun on water and snos; You can set-up the easy-ta-carry BACKYAK in one

of frve configurations: @ comfortable tandem KAYAK (for two adults and ene
child), pwo FUN boats, @ RELAXmg raft, a catamaran with mast and SAIL as well
a5 a SNOW tobeggan in winter.

Klepper has a legendary ceputatian
among loling bosl  endPaiiasti
Fedding boat history is fascinating in
itself: the first workable folding kayak
is said 1o have beer buill in W05 by
Alred Heurigh, 3 Garman architegrural
student. Heutich paddied his creatlon
onthe lsar Baer near Mumich and took

oul & pItent an the design, called the
Delpkis,  the Tollowing  year
Commercial production in Europe
commenced w1907, however, and i
sirdaned 1o Carman tailer fohann
klepper who was appreached by a
Miunich acchitect who had designed a
Falding kayak and needed somecdhe Lo

sew ¥ skim 10 gowel i The original
Klepper falding kayak design was based
anihe ides of 2 skin ard frame Eskimo
kayak for seaworthingss bt with a
lasger body for reaminess, The baal’s
shape was 3 cross between a kayak and
cance, folding by means of ingenicus
laptdrivgd in deveral sections, What 4et
Thith deign apart from g5 predecersors
was ihe princaple That the Framework
be pushed into a resdy-made Ball &
kiyak skin, wheiess megl peeviouy
aempts weane limibed to attaching
canvas in ore form ar anather to the
outside of a framewsni. The new
"Khappeis” weee sho designed to be
carried easily &n hags and allow their
users to fourney by [raln, And o the
Telding kayak was Bam

Ta this day many folding kayaks still
shase same of theig basic Klepper
dedagn and assembly features and are
still casvigsd in Bags or backpacks, some
weighing less than 20 lbs. And Klepper
cantiraes 10 be & waild leadar in this
space, The campary i Beadquanened
im  Rosenheim, Bwara, Germany
where, fnlliwing a devastating fiee, the
Elepper Muzeum and manufstiuting
Facilities had to be re-hiilt goms years
g Padtly thanks Lo the generoaity of
pacdiers, The muséum once again
displays Kleppers dating back to the
Forgt Tolding kayaks prodaced in goar I
you £an eead o Gerrran, you might aso
be interested in 2 book called “Das
Kleppar Buch’, Berally trandleted 43
Thi Klsppr Boak.

B while Klepper has a ghobal and koyal
following as well as a rich history, the
carmpasry s Fae fiom sduck inthe past.
The compamy Bas bedn owred and
operated by the b family led by
D, libruch, singe 1996 O, kbruch &

dhencribed as & man who's shwiys full of
Rdeas for peoduct movations, and the
Latest Klepper product, the BACKYAK,
wndetines s regutation i & mareel of
G Enginbiding pnd Fgsiuity

The beavty of the BACKYAK i that it
oiffiers Frve differecs leisure pursts that
can be packed Jway bnd cardied intwo
Bagkpacks, For whichewer funciion
you're going 10 use it, it assembiles in
only § mimutes, ard there are mo foals
ieguiied. Il cin b used a8 5 Lindem
AYAK, chtvided inbo teo FUN boats (1he
solid backpack covers Become the
endcaps), @ RELAX eaft that can be
enjoyed by the whole famidy a
cathmatan SAIL and i winled yous
BACKYAK corvprLy into 8 TOBOGLAN,

The BACKYAK ooves its Bght weight to
1he use off carban material, which alia
explains its futuristic loo%. Mrs, Ifat el
Egilpmy-Sraun, teiponsdle for PR ag
Kleppes, explams that tha signefies that

the company |5 appeaiing to 3 new
market. “0ur traditloral product, the
folding kayak, appeals to advergurers,
1o people wha love natiafe, ind wihd
Eore Boats inonawral materials, They
a'so love our folding kayaks because
iRy're kand-made, The BACKYAK &
much mose ol a lifedtyle pradiect. U iE
e of Chibean, and Bl d weTy spaiay
desgn, whvch Du Ishruch enginesned in
4 partnership with design stisdents of
the University of Munich” The
Functionality of the dessgn, Mes. El
Kriliy-Braun sddy. woiky semilas 10
ket of the Russsan matryoshis, s st of
woaden dolis of deceasing size placed
ong indide the othes,  “Roth the
ingenuity of thi BACKYAK and s
futwistic ook seems 1o appsal Lo 2
greal many people, We've only pust
inodoced @ but  have received
enguiried Frem a1 gved tha wadld, We
il b welling i cheough sur ealiging,
global distribution network, as well as

online. Compared to our traditsonal

flding kayaks we can manufactee the
BACKYAK musch quicker 30 we've not
woaried aboul keeping wp  with
demand. We will hinee Lo wait and see
of course how many people will
actually buy the BACKYAK But we are
confiderd that thene & & big market oul
tEaie. Tall al piarple wha by thba the
extyle concept of the BACKYAX, The
BACKYAK fias n with other
sophisticated Ifestyle products such s
1Fe water seoober It dirmgly B b great
deal af fun i twa beckpackil®



